
   

We welcome you to this month’s publication, 
which we hope will be something to lift your 
spirits and be thought provoking too! There are 
printed copies available in Lady St Mary Church and these can be picked up at the 
10am service and taken to people who do not have the internet and so if you can share 
it by posting a copy to a neighbour, but please be careful to practise all necessary 
precautions.  
   

News from the Ministry Team …   

Dear Friends, 

As I write this piece the contest is hotting up in parliament to see who is going to 
replace Boris Johnson as the next Prime Minister.  The number of candidates 
gradually being whittled down to just two before the grassroots Tories can have 
their say.  This set me thinking about what we look for in a prospective leader. 
 
 

Obviously, we want someone who can lead.  This said, there are many different 
styles of leadership, and it will probably depend  on the situation and the challenges 
that lie ahead that will determine which style best suits the present time. 
 
 

It is likely we will want someone of integrity and strength of character who can 
withstand the pressures and knocks that come with the job.  Also, they will need 
energy, discernment, and broad shoulders to be able to meet the demands, make 
difficult decisions and take the knocks that will come their way.  Ideally, they will 
be someone who listens to those around and will then have wisdom to make the 
right decisions.  And so, the list will go on, everyone having their own criteria. 
 
 

However, the weakness of putting together any sort of leadership profile, is that 
invariably the compilers are striving for perfection which, of course, we all know 
does not exist. 
 
 

The Morning Prayer Old Testament readings at present are taken from the book of 
Judges; and what a motley crew most of them were!  Yet these were God’s 
appointed leaders over his people, and their deliverers from their oppressors.   
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Then, as we progress through the pages of the Old Testament, we see that nearly 
all the leaders, be they Judges or Kings, are flawed and fallen (often in many ways).  
Just think of the adulterous and murderous King David and the wisest of all kings, 
Solomon who, because of his many wives and concubines, was led astray to 
worship other gods.  From then on in, it is a steady downhill path leading to the 
Kingdom being split in two and then exile for God’s people and their leaders. 
 
 

In the New Testament Jesus gives us the perfect example of leadership getting the 
perfect balance of humility and forthrightness, forbearance and anger, patience 
and exasperation, law, and grace…  He is the servant King, but his kingdom is not 
of this world and his service is to his heavenly Father. 
 
 

The leadership that followed once Jesus had ascended to his Father’s side was 
godliness mixed with personality and fallen human nature (redeemed by God’s 
grace).  And so, as you would expect there were successes and failures, but 
hopefully, always with the best of intentions for the furtherance of God’s Kingdom.  
And so, it is to this very day. 
 
 

Which brings me almost full circle.  St Paul urges his young accomplice, ‘...that 
prayers, petitions, intercessions, and thanksgiving be made for all people – for 
kings and all those in authority…’ (1 Timothy 2:1,2).  So let us offer our prayers for 
our nation and all those who play a part in choosing the next Prime Minister, 
recognising that whoever is chosen will have strengths and weaknesses, aptitude, 
and limitations. 
And please Lord let it be the right person for our times, with the wisdom of 
Solomon but without his later failings! 
 
 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

                                     Simon 

 

 
 

Meals for those in need:  since the new year we have been storing 

frozen meals in the parish hall to support those in need. Many thanks to 

those who have helped with this. However, our supplies are now getting 

low and so if anyone could make a casserole, shepherds pie, lasagne, crumble etc it would 

be much appreciated. Debs in the office will be able to show you where to store 

them.  Many Thanks in anticipation of your help, Linda Everett (Tel 01929 289236) 

 



News from the Clergy 

 

Spree South West 

At the end of June, we took a 

small group of young people 

from Wareham and Sandford to 

Spree South West, a Christian 

youth weekend held near Exeter, 

which is run by Urban Saints and 

South West Youth Ministries. We all had a brilliant time. There were around 1,400 people 

at Spree, with venues for different age groups, and we joined one called Deeper, which 

was all about helping 11–14-year-olds to grow in faith. The sessions were based around 

Jesus's response to the devil when he is tempted in the wilderness, and he responds by 

quoting Deuteronomy 6:13 - "Worship the Lord your God and serve him only". The 

speakers applied this in some really engaging ways that were very relevant to the 

young peoples' lives, talking about the importance of spending regular daily time with 

God and the Bible, and the challenges and difficult decisions young people face. We were 

all challenged and touched by this (the young people and the adults), and God was 

certainly at work by his Spirit. Alongside this, there were loads of fun activities, fairground 

rides, a climbing wall, inflatables, and a talent show! Our group are all keen to go again 

next year, and to invite others to come as well, so we are looking forward to returning to 

Spree with a larger group in June 2023! 

Stuart & Rachel Cocksedge 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Joseph Calleja Concert 

What a terrific evening it was in Lady St Mary church on 

Wednesday 29th June, when Joseph Calleja came to perform.  

How wonderful to see the church full to overflowing with 

people who had come from near and far.  Joseph entertained 

us with a rich variety of songs and arias from operas, folk 

tunes and popular classics and we were honoured to be the 

first audience to ever hear him sing from the Wagner 

repertoire.  There was even a piano solo, one of Schubert’s impromptus, played by 

Stephen Barlow, Joseph’s accompanist for the evening. 

I am delighted to say that we have raised over £9,000 which will go towards the 

Lady St Mary re-ordering project, which we hope to get started soon.  To have two 

such highly acclaimed musicians within our parish church was a real gift, and one 

that has truly put Wareham on the map.  I would like to thank all involved: the stars 

of the show, Joseph, and Stephen, but also David Mellor and Merville Gover who 

made it possible, and the main sponsors A F Joy Wedding hire, the Italian 

Restaurant and the Duke of Wellington who served the interval drinks.  My thanks 

also go to all who worked so hard behind the scenes and helped set up the church 

and clear up afterwards.  Thank you. 

                                                             Simon Everett – Team Rector 

 

 

Diary Dates 

 
Open air united service at Sandford 

Many of us enjoyed new opportunities to worship out of 

doors during the covid pandemic, and we will be holding 

our next united parish service in the open air on Sunday 

31st July at 10am in the grounds of Sandford School. All 

are welcome to come along and join in this time to worship together outdoors, 

in the midst of God's wonderful creation. 

 

 



Visit of Bishop Paul Modi and Mama Edina from Terekeka, South Sudan 

We are looking forward to welcoming Bishop Paul Modi and his wife, Mama Edina, 

from Monday 8th to Friday 12th August, following the Lambeth Conference. We 

expect them to be fairly tired but hope that they will have some 

time for visiting our churches and Sandford St Martin’s Primary 

School.  There will also be an opportunity to meet them over 

afternoon tea and refreshments on Wednesday  10th August at 

3pm in the Parish Hall.  If you would like further information, 

please contact the Parish Office or Stuart Cocksedge.  

 

 



Puzzles    

 

   

            

The Maze                                                               Sudoku                                                                     

             

Crossword           
                       

Clues Across                                                                                            
8  One of the titles given to the Messiah in Isaiah’s 

prediction (Isaiah 9:6) (6,2,5) 

9  International Nepal Fellowship (1,1,1) 
10 Single(1Corinthians7:27)(9) 
11 Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s seminal book about Soviet 
prison camps, The — Archipelago (5) 
13 Treachery(2Kings11:14)(7) 
16 Of India(anag.)(2,3,2) 
19 ‘God has put us apostles on display at the end of the 
procession,like men condemned to die in the — ’ (1 
Corinthians 4:9) (5) 
22 Follower of a theological system characterized by a 
strong belief in predestination (9) 
24 ‘Put these old rags and worn-out clothes under your 
arms to— the ropes’ (Jeremiah 38:12) (3) 
25 They brought together all the elders of the Israelites 
in Egypt (Exodus 4:29) (5,3,5) 
 

 

 



Clues Down 
1  The season when kings ‘go off to war’ (2 Samuel 11:1) (6) 
2  Simon Peter’s response to Jesus by the Sea of Galilee: ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am a — man’ (Luke 5:8) (6) 
3  Beaten with whips (1 Kings12:11) (8) 
4  ‘You shall not — adultery’ (Exodus 20:14) (6) 
5  Encourage (Hebrews 10:24) (4) 
6  Service of morning prayer in the Church of England (6) 
7  ‘Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you, and — — him in your heart by faith with 
thanksgiving’ (4,2) 
12 Run(anag.)(3) 
14 Member of 17th-century party that denied the right of autonomy to the Church (8) 
15 ‘We will triumph with our tongues; we—our lips’(Psalm12:4) (3) 
16 Earnings(1Corinthians16:2)(6) 
17 ‘I rejoice greatly in the Lord that——you have renewed your concern for me’ (Philippians 4:10) (2,4) 
18 How Paul described Philemon (Philemon 1)(6) 
20 Multiple territories under the rule of a single state(Daniel11:4)(6) 
21 ‘You have been unfaithful; you have married foreign women,—to Israel’s guilt’ (Ezra 10:10) (6) 
23 This month(abbrev.)(4) 

 

 

 

Something to make you smile 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Contact information 

 
 

Parish Office                                                                                             
The Parish Office has now reopened to answer all face-to-face enquiries, 
telephone and email enquiries Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
9am to 1pm. At all other times enquiries and queries can be 
made by email and they will be dealt with as soon as possible.  
Contact details: www.warehamchurches.org.uk 
Tel: 01929 550905, Email: 
parish.office@warehamchurches.org.uk 
Address: Parish Office, Church Green, Wareham BH20 4ND  
 
 
Members of the Team are available for confidential help, support, and 
advice. 
Please contact: 
 

Clergy Team 
Team Rector The Reverend Canon Simon 
Everett 01929 289236                                                             
Email: rector@warehamchurches.org.uk  
Team Vicar The Reverend Stuart Cocksedge 
01929 550972 
Email: teamvicar@warehamchurches.org.uk  
Assistant Curate The Reverend Dr Helen Williams                                  
01929 288845 
Email: curate@warehamchurches.org.uk 

                                    Assistant Curate The Reverend Solveig Sonet                                    

             07367 785634 

                                     Email: revsolveigsonet@gmail.com  
Schools Worker and Pioneer Priest The Reverend Hilary Bond             

 01929 551219 
    Email: hilary.bond@me.com 
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